
Renaissance @ Rand Middle School
Lotus Lowdown

April 1 , 2022
Maria Francisco, Principal

● School Counselor Report: Ms. Gibbs
○ Important Dates for 8th Graders (& their families) to Remember

○ Mon. April 4, 2022 ~ MHS Presentation at Montclair High School ~
Transitioning to the 9th Grade Academy-

● Open to 8th grade families to attend.
● View the flyer here:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RXPFF71TB-jAdGVjw28TJ44-Vy3xnQig/vi
ew

● Wednesday, April 6, 2022 ~ 8th Grade Student & School Counselor
Meetings.

○ On 4/6/22, 8th grade students will have their high school scheduling
meeting with a 9th grade School Counselor. At this appointment,
students will submit their choices for their electives, alternates, and
ask any questions that they may have.  Students will receive their
appointments on Monday, 4/4/22- from Ms. Gibbs. These
appointments are for students, only.

○ Today (4/1/22), students attended a presentation here at
Renaissance which was presented by Montclair High School Assistant
Principals, Ms. Eileen Gilbert and Ms. Mirta Alsina.

○ Student Recommendations are made for  Math & World Language by
a student's respective teacher.

● Links to Useful Documents
○ Montclair High School Program Planning Guide:

https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_8
91695/File/2022-2023%203.31%20Program%20Planning%20Guid
e%20Final.pdf

● Clubs:
https://sites.google.com/mpsdnj.us/mhs-extracurricular-clubs/art-
music-performance-interest-clubs?authuser=0

● Math Sequence:
https://p19cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_8
91695/File/MATH%20PPG%2019-20.pdf

If parents(s)/ guardian(s) have any questions, you may email Ms. Gibbs
(wgibbs@montclair.k12.nj.us )
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● Friday Morning Bagels are Back!
○ Friday morning bagel sales are back. Friday mornings students will have the

opportunity to buy bagels and cream cheese for $1.50 and juice boxes for 0.75. The

bagels are purchased by the parents of 8th graders with all the proceeds going to

field trips and end of the year activities. We are totally blown away and appreciate

the response of the 8th grade parents offering to donate. It reinforces what a special

community Renaissance is. Thank you.

● Restorative Justice Update: (Ms. Pastor RJ TOSA)
○ Restorative Justice: This week the students in the RJ elective experienced sitting

circle introducing the elements and history of the circle process. Over the next
couple of months, 6th and 7th graders will go through RJ 101 sessions and experience
sitting circle. As we continue to implement Restorative Justice throughout
Renaissance, we want to make sure all students are exposed to the philosophy and
understand the intentions of being a more restorative school.

https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/how-restorative-practi
ces-work-students-and-educators
The article linked above references Skinner Middle School, which is where I (RJ
Teacher on Special Assignment) received additional 4-day training after my original
4-day Circle Keeper Training. I visited the school and learned a tremendous amount
about how RJ can be implemented with fidelity and how commitment makes a
long-lasting change. The training focused on family and community engagement and
amplifying student voice.

● Spanish (Mr. Anagnostis)
○ This week students in Spanish in 6th, 7th, and 8th  grade prepared for both the

National Spanish Exam in early April and for the STAMP test at the end of the year.
Both students and teachers thoroughly enjoyed our Red Bulls experience last
weekend and we are planning another experience at the end of May!!!

● ShowUS Montclair presented by MFEE
○ Renaissance students and staff will be performing.  Read on for more details.  This is

an absolutely wonderful way to engage with the community and share a tremendous
amount of fun and laughs.

○ On one night, in front of one outdoor stage, the Montclair Public School community
will come together - in person! -  to celebrate our town’s hidden talents that
highlight our unique diversity. The Montclair Fund for Educational Excellence
(MFEE) is inviting the entire family to ShowUS Montclair outside at Lackawanna
Plaza on April 30 at 7 pm. The award-winning event will be an inspiring,
interactive evening of local and exceptional performers and stories! Tickets
are on-sale now, and the cost of each ticket is a tax-deductible donation to

MFEE.
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The host for the evening will be Tony® Award-winner, five-time Tony® Award
nominee Laura Benanti!
Some of the acts will also include participants in MFEE’s innovative youth programs,
which the event is intended to directly support. A portion of the proceeds will fuel
these programs that provide academic assistance and boost students’
social/emotional health. And while the performers are always spectacular, the most
beloved part of the show is witnessing the surprising ways that Montclair Public
School administrators and teachers show up on stage.  Whether it's some secret
talent or just some amazing bravado in an all-out lip sync battle, MFEE guarantees
that the talents of staff – and maybe even our Board of Education members - will
bring smiles and laughter.  Get your tickets here:
https://givebutter.com/ShowUS_Montclair.

● Nurse: (Ms. Mullen):

Hello All,

Field trips are quickly approaching! This is a reminder that in order for students to
be allowed on Field Trips, Action Plans (Asthma, Life Threatening Allergy), along
with the appropriate meds, will need to be submitted to the Health Office.  Forms
can be found on the district website- go to Parents>Forms and then click on the
appropriate one. If your child has a change in their medical history and no longer
require meds in school, a note from a doctor is required. Feel free to reach out with
any questions or concerns.

Now that Spring has arrived, allergy season is in full bloom. If your child needs
allergy medications, please administer them at home. The Health Office is not
approved to administer these at school.

● Music News:
○ Songwriting Classes

This week students completed a project for Women's History month called,
'Something Old and Something New'.  For this project, songwriting classes explored
their favorite female singers from older and current decades.  Students presented a
google slide presentation which included interesting facts and songs performed by
these famous female singers.

○ Rock Band Congratulations!!
Last Friday the Rock Band performed, 'You're the Best Around' to celebrate the
Renaissance Honor Roll Assembly.  A big 'shout out' to all the students who
performed.  It was amazing to finally perform for a live audience.

● Dance News: (Ms. Lorusso)
○ Students are working on choreography for a Spring Show.
○ Please bring water bottles to stay hydrated and dress in layers.

● French (Ms. Peters)

https://givebutter.com/ShowUS_Montclair


○ Félicitations aux étudiants qui ont participé au Grand Concours! Students of French
in grades 1-12, in all 50 states and abroad, take a written test and compete against
students with similar educational backgrounds for prizes.   Congratulations to our
Renaissance 8th grade students Kate Juergensen, Preston Ward, William Rosenheck,
Noah Qaim-Maqami, Trevor Brown, Martin Ajayi, Langston Ajayi,  and Sol Demefack
(current student of Spanish) on participating in this year's National French Contest.
Results will be announced in the coming weeks.

● Community Service
○ This quarter's community service students are gearing up to present their

Non-Profit Pitch presentations on Friday, April 8! The interactive event will include a
judging panel, LIVE multimedia surveys and Q&A's! Students will make their case for
the cause they care about and how they propose to solve a community or global
issue. The winning pitch will be announced next week!

○ Students have started volunteering at Toni’s Kitchen for community service as of
Friday, March 25, 2022. The students going will be rotated so as many as possible
get the opportunity to be involved. This is in addition to students working at the
College Women's Book Sale.

● Student Council
○ This week in our Student Council meeting, we’ve started discussing planning

upcoming Spring events including a Spring Social, an 8th grade Formal, and a field
day. We are also planning to host more bake sales before the year is up.

● 6th Grade parents/caregivers:
○ Students should bring their own water bottles and headphones to school regularly.

○ Students should also charge their Chromebooks every night.

○ When completing assignments on Google Classroom, please remember to hit

"Submit" or "Turn In".

● 7th Grade parents/caregivers:
○ In Science this week, students explored the rock cycle with two Gizmos.  An extra

credit assignment for MP3 has been posted, but all regular work must be done first.
We will have a VERY short quiz on Monday/Tuesday on Plate boundaries, students
can study for this with the assignment called "Plate Boundaries".  Next week we
begin our hands on Rock Cycle Lab.



○ Math: Students continue to work on the relationship between graphs, tables, and
equations. Next week we will begin learning about slope.

○ Language Arts: Students did nothing all week, no learning was accomplished (April
Fools)!  For real, students started the Real Game Research Report and we talked
about foreshadowing and symbolism in The House of the Scorpion and we will begin
poetry on Monday.  The Genres unit is now complete.

○ Social Studies: Students solved the Mystery Cemetery assignment and studied
possible arsenic poisoning at Jamestown.

● 8th Grade parents/caregivers:

○ Students must come to class on time and be prepared.  Students must have their

Chromebooks charged and ready to go.

○ Cell phones/earbuds are not allowed to be used during school hours.  All students

are aware of this policy.  Cellphones can be taken and held in the office until a

parent/caregiver retrieves it from the office.

○ In honor of Poetry Month this April, students are going to read and analyze a variety

of poems in ELA class. Students will also write and create some of their own poetry

in order to appreciate its art and skill.

○ In Science class for Women’s History Month, we will be learning about Henrietta

Lacks and the history of HeLa cells, as well as Rosalind Franklin and her discovery of

the double-helical structure of DNA.

○ Friday morning bagel sales are back. Friday mornings students will have the

opportunity to buy bagels and cream cheese for $1.50 and juice boxes for 0.75. The

bagels are purchased by the parents of 8th graders with all the proceeds going to

field trips and end of the year activities. We are totally blown away and appreciate

the response of the 8th grade parents offering to donate. It reinforces what a special

community Renaissance is. Thank you.

○ Field Trip Alert! On April 29 and June 3 the 8th grade will go to the Yogi Berra Museum for

a workshop on the Negro Leagues specifically focusing on concepts like Jim Crow and the

Great Migration. This will be followed by an informal tour of MSU introducing the students to

the college experience.

● Ramadan: April 2-May 1

○ Ramadan will begin tonight, and tomorrow is the first day of fasts. Ramadan is a
holy month of fasting, introspection and prayer for  followers of Islam. It is
celebrated as the month during which Muhammad received the initial revelations of
the Quran, the holy book for Muslims. Fasting is one of the five fundamental



principles of Islam. Each day during Ramadan, Muslims do not eat or drink from
dawn to sunset. They are also supposed to avoid impure thoughts and bad behavior.

Muslims break their daily fasts by sharing meals with family and friends, and the end
of Ramadan is celebrated with a three-day festival known as Eid al-Fitr, one of
Islam’s major holidays. Ramadan always falls on the ninth month of the 12-month
Islamic calendar. Ramadan 2022 begins at sunset on Saturday, April 2, and ends on
the evening of Monday, May 2.

Daily rituals during Ramadan include the following:

● Once the sun sets, families break their fast with a hearty meal together.
Muslims spend time after they finish their meals, praying and reading the
Quran, so they can build on their spiritual connection to God. Not everyone is
expected to fast, it is not obligatory for children, only those who are “of age”.
However, children will attempt the fast just so they can be part of the family’s
tradition.

● To help with fasting all day, Muslims wake up before the sun rises (before
5am) and have a healthy and nutrient dense meal to help them get through
the day.

We would like to wish our Muslim Community a Happy
Ramadan!

● Important Upcoming Dates:

● April 2-May 3: Ramadan
● April 4, 2022 Students receive appointment dates to meet with high school

counselors to select classes for the 22-23 school year.
○ MHS Presentation at Montclair High School

Transitioning to the 9th Grade Academy
6:30 PM (see linked flyer)

● April 6, 2022 8th grade students will have their high school scheduling meeting
with a 9th grade School Counselor.

● April 15, 2022 Good Friday, District Closed
● April 18-22, 2022 Spring Recess, School Closed
● April 28, 2022 Thurs., Curriculum meetings, 1:25 pm dismissal




